
                              

From Pastor Mark 
   Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

In March we have the unfolding of the Season of Lent in our Liturgical Calendar.  
From the Second Sunday of Lent, March 1, to Palm Sunday, March 29, the emphasis 
is the new life that is ours in Christ our Savior.  As we grow in faith and follow Jesus, 
we discover more and more our need to turn from sin in our thoughts, words and 
deeds.  Believers are keenly aware of their need for the sacrifice of Christ.  We are 
thankful for the new life that is ours in Christ.  We are mindful that we are at the 
same time declared saints through faith and continue to be sinners in daily need of 
repentance.  The Holy Spirit creates hungering and thirsting in our hearts for 
righteousness and motivates us to seek the things of God.  We place special emphasis 
on prayer and repentance in the season of Lent that began on Ash Wednesday.   
 

We pray that God would renew us so that we would become truly remorseful and 
renewed in the forgiveness offered in Christ. We look to Jesus, who endured the 
shame and sufferings of the cross, and now, having won our salvation, reigns at God's 
right hand. Throughout the 40 days of Lent, we seek God to renew our hearts and 
lives in preparation for the joyous news of Christ's victory at Easter. 
 

The modern 40-day observance (less Sundays) of Lent has its roots in the 3rd Century.  
The Church observed a period of fasting during the Pascha (relating to Easter), a 
commemoration of the redemption accomplished by Jesus Christ, including both His 
sufferings and His glorious resurrection. The early Church, developing in a time of 
persecution, also used the annual Pascha as a final preparation for baptismal 
candidates. They were required to fast and attend classes in Scriptural teachings and 
the doctrines of the Church. The fast lasted 40 days, reflecting the importance of the 
40-day period in various Scriptural accounts.  One Scriptural example is the 40 days of 
Christ’s temptation in the wilderness.  Examinations of the candidates were held 
beginning on the third Wednesday of Lent and lasting until Holy Saturday. 
(www.periocope.org) 
 

We have our traditions at Crown of Life that help us observe this very special time of 

year.  Midweek services provide an opportunity to set our hearts and minds on 

contemplating the great effort our Lord Jesus Christ performed for us by his perfect life, 

agonizing suffering and death, and glorious rising again to life.  He is the focus of our 

faith.   

 

 

Worship 
Schedule 

Saturdays – 4 PM 
Sundays – 9 AM 

 

Bible Studies 
Sundays 

Bible Class  10:15 AM  
(Parish Hall) 

 

Mondays 
Women's Bible Study  

9:30 AM 
(Parish Hall) 

 

Wednesdays 
Bible Class - 9:30 AM 

(Parish Hall) 
 

Fridays 
Men's Bible Study -  

9:00 AM 
 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday 

(Chapel) 
 

Bible Class  
10:30 AM (Chapel) 

 
Church Office Hours 

Mon. – Thurs. 
7:30-3:30pm 

Friday 
7:30-1:00pm 
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He is the One who moves us to turn from our sins.  We think on Jesus to be 
strengthened in faith and love. 
 

The blessed Rev. Dr. Martin Luther writes about the Christian life in his first thesis 
of the “95 Theses.”  He says, “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, 
‘Repent’” (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” 
Repentance is the willingness to admit our sin and acknowledge the only remedy is 
God’s - provided in His Son Jesus.  
 

In good Lutheran tradition, we can add something new to our daily walk with the 
Lord this Lent.  Let me suggest that you add another devotion to your daily 
discipline of reading God’s Word and prayer.  If you do your quiet time in the 
morning, add another later in the day, just for ten minutes.  We have “Portals of 
Prayer” available as a resource.  Other resources are on our website under Daily 
Devotionals at https://www.colchurch.com/. Lutheran Hour Ministries have 
Lenten devotions at  https://www.lhm.org/lent/.  Another is a Lutheran daily 
lectionary reading at www.sanctus.org.  We are free in Christ to use our time and 
our efforts to grow and learn in our faith.  Blessings on you! 
 

In Christ’s Love, Pastor Logid 
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Presidents Report 
By Tom Mertins, President 
 

 

 

Lent is upon us.  A time to reflect upon the human condition and the reason for 
the coming Easter season. As Scripture says: “And you hath he quickened, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins … “(Eph 2:1).  Man was lost – Lent reminds us. 
Man was saved – Easter reminds us. Thanks be to God for the constant 
reminders.  God bless your “reminder” seasons. 
 

The Church Council is beginning the process of implementing the Critical Targets 
approved by the congregation with the adoption of the Strategic Plan – 
remember all that from long ago (several months!)?  The Strategic Plan that was 
adopted sets some “goals” to work toward over the next several years. The 
process of doing that has to start with “baby steps” as we await further input 
from our incoming new senior pastor. Council and leadership are taking those 
initial steps to begin to commence to initially start to get the ball rolling by 
kicking off the process of forward motion in order to show progress in a positive 
direction to ultimately achieve our previously approved forward-looking goals 
and directives. Hey, if the politicians can use a word salad to say absolutely 
nothing, there is no good reason that I cannot do the same! Suffice it to say that 
there is some movement afoot to meet those Critical Targets that were adopted. 
 

By the time you read this, we may or may not have the list of possible pastoral 
candidates from the Pacific Southwest District. The congregation will be updated 
as things move forward.  Thanks to all of you for your patience and prayers. Truth 
be told, we are still months away from having a new senior pastor as the next 
phases of the process unfold. There is no “fast track” to the ultimate goal, but we 
do have the promise of the Holy Spirit that He will “never leave us nor forsake 
us.”     
 
 

https://www.colchurch.com/
https://www.lhm.org/lent/
http://www.sanctus.org/


             
 

Lent: Walking with Christ Through Suffering Toward Resurrection 

 

 

Christine Escobar, GriefCare Coordinator 

During Lent, we are invited to reflect deeply on how Jesus shows us the way through suffering. He models honesty about pain, 
steadfast faith in the Father, and a steady movement toward resurrection and eternal life with our Triune God and our 
heavenly family. 
 

Throughout Scripture, our Heavenly Father reassures us that we are never alone. He promises: “Fear not, for I am with you; be 
not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 
41:10) These words anchor us when grief feels overwhelming, and the future feels uncertain. 
 

In Philippians 2:5-9, we are reminded of Christ’s humility and obedience: “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus… he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has 
highly exalted him….” 
 

Jesus willingly entered into suffering for our salvation. He did not avoid the cross; He embraced it in love. And because He did, 
suffering does not have the final word; resurrection does. As we contemplate Christ’s sacrifice during Lent, we can picture Him 
walking beside us in our own seasons of loss. He understands sorrow. He knows grief. He draws near to us in it. Scripture 
assures us: “The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18) 
 

For those healing from the death of a loved one, this promise is deeply personal. Christ does not stand at a distance from our 
pain. He walks with us, loving, comforting, strengthening, gently leading us forward in hope. 
 

If you are grieving the loss of your spouse, please join us on Tuesday, March 31, from 9:30 am to 11:30 am for our “Loss of a 
Spouse Seminar.”  At this encouraging seminar, you will gain insight into the following:  
 

• How to handle overwhelming emotions. • Biblical principles that help you deal with your grief. 

• Where to find the strength to go on.  • How to grieve in a way that’s healthy and suited to you.  

• What to expect in the days to come.  
 

Our 13-week GriefCare program, Your Journey from Mourning to Joy, will start on Wednesday, April 8, 2026.  This program 
will provide ongoing support to those grieving the loss of a loved one.  There is no requirement to share.  Those who do not 
wish to share can benefit greatly from listening to others in the group.   
 

In the Loss of a Spouse Seminar and our 13-week session, you will receive workbooks to help you put your life into perspective 
and determine priorities as you work through this challenging, overwhelming, and often disorienting time.   
 

To register for these sessions, please call Christine Escobar at 808.778.1141 or email griefcare@colchurch.com. 
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                                    January 2026 
 
Budgeted Receipts                            Actual Receipts 
$69,070                                                    $85,333 
 
Budgeted Expenses                         Actual Expenses 
$77,729                                                    $49,143 
As you can see, we are off to a great start for the new year 
and are always thankful and appreciative of everyone's 
faithful and generous giving!!! 

 

mailto:griefcare@colchurch.com


             
 

Library News 
by Janet & Judy 

 

We want to thank those who have 
recently donated books for the COL 
library shelves. We seem to be 
getting a nice variety of books! 
However, one subject area of books 
that seems to grow without anyone 
taking a copy off our shelves seems 
not to be a surprise…can you guess 
what kind of book it is? Sadly, it is 
the large collection of Bibles we 
have! As we thought about this, we 
wondered if the reason is because 
most of those using the library have 
their own Bible. We hope so, but 
then again, a Bible cannot be read in 
a few days or even a few weeks, like 
other library books. Bibles are 
special…after all, they are God’s 
Word… given to help us know Him, 
His history with His people, and how 
to navigate this life through being 
faithful to what He intends for us. It 
is a book for reading every day. 
Those who read the Bible in one 
year during 2025 know each day 
was filled with study of several 
verses and wonderful discovery! 
Therefore, we would like to invite 
you to spend a few minutes looking 
through the current Bible section to 
see if there is another version of the 
Bible you haven’t seen, or maybe 
you know someone who doesn’t 
own a Bible. We would encourage 
you to take one and give it as a 
gift…to yourself or someone else. A 
Bible unopened on a shelf doesn’t 
do much, but in your hands, it can 
change a life!  
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LWML 
By Mona Hein, LWML President 
 
 

We are almost two weeks into the season of Lent and some of us are trying to 
catch up with our January and February activities!  Our ladies have graciously 
agreed to help out the Phoenix Rescue Mission (PRM), in providing 175 Easter 
baskets for children whose parents are being helped by PRM.  We would love 
to have assistance with putting these baskets together.  If you are willing to 
help, we are meeting in the Parish Hall on Saturday, March 7 at 9:00 a.m.  
“Many hands make light work.” We should be able to get all of the baskets 
filled and decorated and out the door by 11:00 a.m.  All are welcome to help! 
 

Our next monthly meeting will be Tuesday, March 10, 1:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  
All women of our congregation are considered members of LWML and are 
encouraged to attend.  We will start with our business portion and then have a 
program, “A Missionary Wife,” read by our very own, Lou Connolly.  Your 
presence is welcomed.   
 

Our last meeting of the 2025-26 year will be April 14, at 1:00 p.m., beginning in 
the Sanctuary.  Again, all women of our congregation are welcomed and 
encouraged to attend.  Also, feel free to bring a friend along.  The more the 
merrier!  Please sign-up on the SPRING TEA sheet, located on the Information 
Desk in the Narthex.  Our theme this year is “Our Treasured Aprons.”  You 
decide which one of your aprons you would like to wear.  Maybe it is one 
handed down by your mother or grandmother.  Maybe it is one that you made 
yourself.  Or maybe it was a gift.  Whatever the case, bring or wear one of your 
favorites!  We will be serving small sandwiches and goodies to go with them.  
All of this will be a celebration of the gifts of our hands, our pocketbooks, our 
time and our hearts. We love doing the work of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, who first loved us and died for us to save us from our sin. 
 

Last, but not least, we have one more position to fill for the Pacific Southwest 
District 41st Convention held in Woodland Hills, CA, June 5-7.  We are still in 
need of an alternate delegate that can fill the position of one of our delegates 
in case they cannot fulfill their duties.  If you are interested and have any 
questions, please contact Rita Grover or Mona Hein before our March 10 
meeting.     
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PARKING LOT RESURFACING 
 The east half of parking lot will be resurfaced on Monday, March 2. The 

west half of the parking lot will be done on Wednesday,  
March 4.  On Wednesday you will be able to park on the east half.  If 

needed you can also park on the street.   -- Bob Hammann 
 
 

 

 

I would like to thank everyone for the beautiful cards, phone calls, and 

Pastor Mark Logid's visits, both while I was in the hospital and at home. All 

of your prayers and thoughtfulness were greatly appreciated in helping me 

recover more quickly. I hope to see everyone very soon.           – Jack Coyle 



             
 

Set Apart to Serve as the Body of Christ in this World 
Christine Escobar, Care Ministry Coordinator 
 

God created us and set us apart for a Holy purpose. Christ has 
called us together in his church family to represent him in this 
world.  By this, all people will know that you are my disciples if 
you have love for one another (John 13:35).   

 

At Crown of Life Lutheran Church, our Care Ministry is one of the meaningful ways we 
live out that love.  
 

In January, our Care Ministry volunteers made 29 visits or calls, served 4 meals, enjoyed 
muffins and cookies with church family members living at Solstice, assisted 8 individuals 
with light handyman tasks or technology needs, and delivered 526 lbs. of food to St. 
Mary’s Food Bank.  Thank you to all who have been our Lord’s hands, feet, and heart 
with our church family. 
 

Care Ministry Presentation at BPM 2026: We were honored to speak at the 2026 Best 
Practices Ministry Conference in Phoenix on February 12, 2026.  Our session, “You Are 
Not Alone: Organizing Care Ministries that Really Care,” highlighted how our Love Meal, 
Visiting, Handyman, and Technology Teams work together to connect needs with 
spiritual gifts, support our pastors, and extend Christ’s love in meaningful ways.  We 
were amazed that over 100 attendees registered for our session!  This inspiring LCMS 
event gathers pastors, leaders, and volunteers from across the nation to share practical, 
Christ-centered ministry ideas.  
 

Please join us for an educational session with Sarah Fagus, Sun Health Nutritionist, on 
Monday, April 20, 2026.  Feel free to invite guests. 
 

 
        

 

 
 
 
 

March 14/15 
Donna Dempsey in loving 
memory of son Steve who 
went to be with our Lord a 

year ago.    
 

March 21/22 
Lynne Werle in loving 

memory of husband Jim’s 
birthday. 

 

March 28/29 
Tom & Bettie Ore in 

thanksgiving for 47 years of 
marriage.  

 

Surprise Schole Academy in 
thanksgiving for Crown of Life 

and their support.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join us in the Parish Hall on 
Easter morning-- 
• after the 6 AM Sunrise service 
for coffee and pastries, or 
• between 8 AM and 11 AM for 
brunch.  That’s before, during, and 
after the 9 AM service, and before 
the 10:30 AM service begins, but 
not after the 10:30 service ends.  
 

Choose from several egg dishes, 
hash brown potatoes, mini-
sandwiches, fruit, pastries, and 
beverages.  
 

Everyone is welcome!   
 

Free-will offerings will be 
accepted. 
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Our BPM 2026 Care Ministry Team:   
Robin Coursen, Darlene Markle,  
Christine Escobar and Dee Harries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please contact any of the team leaders listed 
below with questions, requests, or to 
volunteer with our ministry. 
 

Homebound/Care Center Visits  
Darlene Markle 970 623 9360 
 Dee Harries 785 562 6801 
 

Love Meal Request/Referral 
Robin Coursen 303 249 2644 
 

(Light) Handyman/Technology Services 
Duane Rawson (Trustees) 928 925 0453 
 

 

March 2026  

 

 

Community Resources Referral/ Questions 
Christine Escobar 808 778 1141 or 
Email GriefCare@colchurch.com 



             
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Weekend March 14 & 15 
By Diane Hamman, Mission Board 
 
 

You are cordially invited to meet members of your Board for Missions in the narthex on Mission Weekend. 
 

In the narthex, we will display a world map showing you where a portion of your offerings have gone.   For instance, 
Locally, your gifts have been distributed to: 
- Valley Lutheran High School, the only LCMS high school in Phoenix;  
- Surprise Christian Pre-School for tuition support of military and first responder children; and  
- Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat Center in Wickenburg which provides counseling assistance to pastors and church workers. 
 

Nationally, your gifts were shared with multiple LCMS churches, seminaries, universities and students in Detroit (MI), Ft. 
Wayne (IN), Irvine (CA), several in St. Louis (MO), St. Paul (MN), and Seward (NE). 
 

And, internationally, several missionaries, an orphanage, a girl’s Christian Academy, meal programs for children in Kenya and in 
Haiti, and a wide variety of needs in Cambodia have received your gifts. 
 

Come to our table in the narthex to meet members of your Board for Missions and learn more details as to where your 
offerings are supporting God’s work near and far from our front door. 

 

March 2026  
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Travel with Pastor  
Vern in 2026 
By Pastor Vern Ermeling 
 
 

Over the past few, years Pastor Vern has been 
putting together some interesting trips with unique  
destinations.  
 

The 2026 schedule includes trips to Lake Powell, 
Vegas and the Southwest Canyons (in late April), 
The ARK in Kentucky (in early September), and two 
unique trips to Germany to visit one of the missions 
we support: one over Reformation Day and the 
other for the famous Germany Christmas Markets in 
early December. 
 

Details for all these trips can be found on his 
website: travelwithvern.com, There will be an 
information meeting on Friday, March 13 at 12:00 
pm in the Chapel for anyone interested in more 
details of any of these trips. 
 

If you have any questions, contact Pastor Vern at 
714-271-6984 or vermeling1946@gmail.com. 

 

 He Has Risen!! 
   When I hear this sentence, I think of two things, Pastor Phill and Easter. Seems like we just got 
through Christmas and it’s almost Easter. We will be ordering Easter Lilies to beautify our church 

again this year.  
 

The cost is the same as last year, $16.00 and orders need to be in no later than March 22. You can 
order flowers in the church office or find an order form located in the Jewels.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Denise Trevarrow 623-879-2630. 
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New Bible Study 
By Pastor Vern Ermeling 
 

 

 

“SURVEY THE SCRIPTURES” a new Bible Study will begin after Easter.  
The word survey is defined as “to look carefully and thoroughly at someone or something and to examine its features.” 
 

On Friday, April 10, Pastor Vern will begin a study to help individuals have a better understanding of what the Bible is all 
about. The class will be called “Survey the Scriptures.”  
 

Here is a partial list of some of the topics that the class will attempt to tackle. 

• How did we get the Bible? 

• How is it put together? 

• What are the major teachings? 

• How do you read, study and interpret it? 

• What is the background of each of the 66 books? 

• What is the difference between a translation and a transliteration?  

• What are some of the most important chapters of the Bible? 
 

If you have any questions, contact pastor Vern at 714-271-6984 or vermeling@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

 

Please join us for refreshments in the Parish Hall following the 

concert! 
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January 2026  
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February 2026  

 

1 Kathy Walker  
1 Aaron Wright-Beeson 
3 Jackie DeAngelo 
3 Gretchen McCaslin 
4 Betty Wohlfeil 
4 Terri Worster  
5 Marge Heinrichs 
6 Judy Koelsch  
6 Lewis Leibbrandt 
7 Zach Mulso  
8 Marilyn Engelken 
8 Phil Finck  
8 Ruth Moore  
8 Fay Sieving  
9 Dale Johnson  
9 Herb Wolf  
10 Dick Andersen 
10 Bobbie Gaudinier 
10 Max Pettit  

11 Laurel Coffman  
11 LeeAnn Michaelis  
11 Judi Schmidt  
12 Mary Bonrud  
12 Carl Browning  
12 Curt Connolly  
12 Jacquelyn Leavitt  
13 Kate Landis  
13 Albert Willars  
14 Shirley Swartz  
15 Gene Kuebler  
16 Yvonne Pardieu  
16 Joan Rall  
17 Ilene Borgman  
17 Judy Hoepner  
17 Mary Jo Reid  
18 Scott Michael  
19 Nora Mara  
20 Chuck Blakley  
20 Laura Smith  

March Servants 
Vacancy Pastor     Rev. Dr. Mark Logid 
Pastoral Assistants Rev. Vern Ermeling, Rev. 
Mark Hein, Rev. Ray Mirly, Rev. Gary Smith 
 

ELDERS 
(4:00) Chris Beck, Tim Krueger, Eddie 

Mallonen, Mark Budensiek  
(9:00) Carl Browning, Steve Worster, Chris 

Beck, Randy Schulz 
 
 

TRUSTEES 
(4:00) Curt Connolly        
(9:00) David Koelsch 
 

Lent Worship 
March 4: Joe Jellison 
March 11: David Koelsch 
March 18: Harold Rud 
March 25: Mike Markle 
 

FLOWERS 
Sat: Donna Demsey 
Sun: Julie Pettit 
 

 

TELLERS 
Kathy Beilstein, Judy Briddle, Ken Grover, 
Chris Grundy, Dale Johnson, Judy Manell, 
Sheila Mecham  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 Kathy Shearer  
22 Nancy Gothard  
22 Carol Worst  
23 Nancy Lee Barnes  
23 Gail Lindley  
23 Joan Thiese  
23 Reg Trevisan  
24 Vivian Beaugrand  
24 Joanie Westbrook  
25 Sue Thomas  
26 Margaret Irwin  
26 Kristina Van Niel  
27 Jeffrey Holmes  
27 Richard Rydeen  
28 Lynn Bates  
28 Trenna Brauer  
28 Sallie Jehn  
28 Beverly Krueger  
28 Nicholas Schutt  
29 Paula Duffey  

10 Gary and Penny Pinter 
13 Fred and Elaine Treftz 
14 David and Judy Koelsch 
14 Duane and Cookie Rawson 
17 Eddie and Kristina Van Niel 
19 Chris and Nancy Anderson 
20 Lowell and Donna Koelling 
20 Bill and Joyce Nance 
21 Lou and Ruth Colross 

GREETERS 
Saturday: Chris & Linda Beck, Joan Byrd 
Sunday: Ingrid Oberdieck, Dee Harries, 
Kathy Schutt 
Guestbook: Diane Mertins 
 
 

ALTAR GUILD  
(4:00) Denise Trevarrow, Rita Grover 
(9:00) Lou Connolly, Mona Hein 
 

USHERS 
(4:00) Kathy Beilstein, Bettie Ore, 
Jeff Holmes 
(9:00) Al Stoudemire, Bob Gaudinier, Tim 
Aden & Lynne Rose 
 
 
 

22 Bob and Diane Hammann 
24 Pat and Bill Keyes 
25 Chuck and Janet Blakley 
26 Dick and Gloria Andersen 
27 Mark and Shelly Donham 
29 Byron and Gisela Brown 
30 Carl and Holly Browning 
31 Greg and Miriam Dotson 
31 Tom and Bettie Ore 

Joining the Church Triumphant 

Crown of Life members who recently were called home to Heaven are: 
 

Roger Clodt, February 14   
Walter Martin, February 19     

 

We celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for 
our beloved as well, knowing that God honors our tears. 
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